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Key concepts and outline

Å óLieux de m®moireô (Nora 1986)

Å óCollective memoryô and ólegendary topographiesô (Halbwachs 1929, 

1941)

Å The Western Front: from ómemoryô to óhistoryô?

Å Early visits to the battlefields: ótourismô and ópilgrimageô

Å Visits to the battlefields today

Å Conclusions: the long time of memory



óLieux de m®moire in the ótime of historyô?



óTourismô



óPilgrimageô



Verdun, 1922:

óI went back with my heart full of memories of 

those I saw fall and who were my comrades; as 

into a church, hardly daring to walk where their 

blood had been spilled. Groups of tourists went 

up too. They werenôt going on a pilgrimage, they 

spoke and laughed loudly. And there, as I 

climbed, I saw them all again, my former 

comrades who fell, the missing, the anonymous 

dead. And the others climbed with me, and 

sang.ô



E. Hemingway, óA Farewell to Armsô (1929):

óThere were many words that you could not stand 

to hear and finally only the names of places had 

dignity. [é] Abstract words such as glory, honor, 

courage or hallow were obscene beside the 

concrete names of villages, the numbers of 

roads, the names of rivers, the numbers of 

regiments and the datesô.



óLegendary topographiesô: Newfoundland Memorial, 

Somme; Tranchée des Bayonnettes, Verdun



óHere one realises that it really happenedô



óHere you see the war as it really wasô (Argonne, 2005)



óSilent witnessesô 2011: Romagne ô14-ô18


